
  

 As we sit in the comfort of 

our homes on cushy furniture, car-

pet underfoot, relaxing after a satis-

fying meal, we are horrified by the 

images on TV from Port-au-Prince 

and the surrounding areas effected 

by the 7.1 earthquake on January 

12. For some, raw footage of the 

dead, buried, injured, homeless, 

and orphaned children is too dis-

turbing and they change the chan-

nel.  Still others try to absorb every 

bit of information in an effort to 

empathize with our brothers and 

sisters. Our altruistic urges are 

stimulated by the thousands of vol-

unteers from all over the world 

who are making great personal sac-

rifices to rush to the aid of the sur-

vivors. 

 The reality of this disaster is 

much different for our field direc-

tors and other full-time missionar-

ies who awaken each day to the 

nightmare that is the new Haiti. 

They cannot change the channel or 

enjoy other diversions in their day.  

 On a recent trip into Port-au

-Prince, three weeks after the 

quake, Butch and Tricia could only 

describe it as ñheart breakingò.  

The guest house where they and 

many teams stay in transit is dam-

aged beyond repair.  The Caribbean 

Market that has been the center of 

many news reports was their favor-

ite store where they purchased most 

of the groceries and meat for the 

mission house.  It was reported that 

none of the employees made it out 

alive.  Tricia remarked how sad it 

was to think of those employees 

ñwho had been so kind to us month 

after month when we shopped.  We 

pray that they knew our Lord and 

are now in Heaven.ò   

(Continued on page 5) 

 Do YOU 
wish you could 
volunteer to 
aid the victims 
in Haiti?  Field 
service, with 
the exception 
of career mis-
sionaries, is 
usually short -
term. The  
victims need 
LONG TERM 
commitment 
for the months 
and years of  
 recovery.  
 WISH 
needs YOU to 
volunteer your 
support from 
home to sus-
tain the efforts 
on the field.  

ñHeart-Breakingò  

The exodus of refugees leaving the Port-au-Prince area 

 has created special problems for outlying villages. 
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 As I read and see pictures daily coming 
out of Haiti, I'm having a hard time processing the 

extent of the devastation.  We spent the month of 
November on LaGonave, where life was pretty 

much the same as it was while we lived there for 14 

years.  It was our privilege to have our grand-
daughter Kaley with us.  Before we left Haiti, we 

took a tour around the city to show 
Kaley some of the highlights of 

PAP. Now I am glad we did this, 

since we have recent pre-
destruction mental pictures to 

keep.  I think of  places like the 
beautiful hotel Montana where we 

would go for a "steak dinner" on 

rare occasions and the beauti-
ful  Caribbean grocery  store where 

we bought most of our grocer-
ies.  They really knew what kinds of 

food we Americans enjoyed.  I'll 

never forget how friendly the cash-
iers were to us, and would give us a 

5% discount.  Of course there are 
many other buildings destroyed 

that we would shop in from time to 

time.  The airport was making such 
great progress.  To see the installa-

tion of the jet ways, with a working 
escalator, and wireless internet 

access was wonderful.   How cool to 

write and send e-mails while wait-
ing for our departure. 

 
 Now back to LaGonave:  A former missionary to 

LaGonave referred to the Island as "Beloved".  I, 

too, have a great attachment to the island and its 
wonderful people.  While living there, I had the 

opportunity to visit many parts of the island, some 
very remote, while delivering  food and building 

materials.   No matter where I would go, the people 

were always very friendly and grateful for what-
ever we would do for them.  From the info I've been 

receiving, the island was spared from a lot of the 
destruction following the quake.  However, the 

human toll is far different.  Many hundreds of fam-

ily members and relatives travel back and forth to 
the mainland everyday. They go across to shop, go 

to school,  to visit, and do government 
business .  Although we may never 

know the exact number of lives taken 

during the quake, we do know that 
hundreds of family members were in 

PAP at the time of the quake and lost 
their lives.  One family we know very 

well lost three of their young adult 

children.  I can't begin to understand 
the sorrow they are feeling. Only 

God can heal those broken hearts. 
  Of course my first instinct 

after the quake  was to head for 

LaGonave.  However, I realized 
that medical personnel were needed 

most.  There will be many opportuni-
ties in the future to help with re-

building.  I'm very happy that food 

and fuel are coming to the island.  A 
church group in NY and New Eng-

land just sent two containers of food 
and fuel to LaGonave via St. Marc. 

What an outpouring of love for 

LaGonave! 
  When transportation in and 

out of the country  becomes more available, I think 
a couple of engineers will be looking at the water 

system  to assess whether or not improvements 

need to be made.   Until then, we all need to keep 
praying for our missionaries on the front line, that 

they will have physical strength, emotional 
strength and wisdom in making tough decisions!  

ñwe all need to 

keep praying 

for our mis-

sionaries on 

the front line, 

that they will 

have physical 

strength,  

emotional 

strength and 

wisdom in 

making tough 

decisions! ñ 

Former WISH Field Director,  

Dick Doan, shares his thoughts: 
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 Richard's main assignment for 

the month was to work on the WISH li-

brary.   The  well-planned project  was 

more than ready to be transformed from 

the architectural drawings  to actual con-

struction, but as always,  there were in-

terruptions.   This time it was a  genera-

tor glitch.   Since the very busy WISH 

welding shop and  all electricity for com-

pounds, hospital, and ice plant  were de-

pendent on this generator, Rich, Bob 

Port,  and Frank  decided  this was the 

optimal time to  install a new generator 

that was waiting here in the WISH de-

pot.  But, alas,  the new generator did not 

wish to work!!!   A technician was called 

from Port-au-Prince, and some days later he ar-

rived, pulled off a lot of wires and decided a couple 

new parts were needed on the NEW generator. In 

the meantime,  the electrical operation  here was 

being maintained on an 80KW generator  which 

wasn't big or new enough to handle the electrical 

output for long.   Our church sent out a prayer re-

quest on the prayer line  to pray for this 

need.  Well,  just yesterday  about 2 1/2 weeks  af-

ter the problem started,   the new 100KW genera-

tor  was finally operating!     Kaley learned that not 

everything can happen as quickly here as at 

home.  Furthermore,  we were reminded just 

how much our own patience  was strength-

ened  over the years we lived here! 

  

Back to the library:   After it was decided to leave 

the electrical work in the hands of the techni-

cian,  Rich went back to library building,  and the 

walls began to take shape.  One day from the 

WISH dinner table, WISH's present and capable 

hostess, Tricia, said, "Look,  isn't it nice to see the 

library walls from here?"   Yes,  the walls had risen 

high enough to be visible above the everywhere 

present security walls!   A milestone! 

  Gradually, Kaley's long on-the-spot  learn-

ing about mission life began.  Being a devoted cook 

herself,  she enjoyed the Haitian food prepared for 

her.   For missionary Thanksgiving din-

ner  she  even baked a beautiful  fake  apple 

pie  made with militon, a bland squash that grows 

here. 

 Since then, Kaley  has noticed how work 

teams are such a big part of mission life.  She vis-

ited the WISH dental clinic in operation.  She vis-

ited the hospital and fell in love with holding a 

newborn Haitian baby. 

 She walked with me on this town's dusty 

streets to see the garage built and owned by  the 

Benna twins  whose  story is one of rags to almost 

riches  thanks to WISH.   At present ,  I am  writ-

ing, by their request, the story of their lives and will 

put it in "book form"   for them.  Perhaps a short 

version will appear in the WISH letter some time. 

  On this walk  we saw a man sitting in the 

dust of the road.  He has elephantiasis, a mosquito-

borne disease,  that not only grotesquely enlarges 

the legs  but also makes the skin  look just like ele-

phant legs. I am NOT  a medical person and have 

no desire to be one,  but I got brave enough to put 

my hand on his leg and pray for him. I had nothing 

with me that I could give him  other than my touch 

and my  prayer.  Then we walked on.  Kaley had 

(Continued on page 4) 

Madame Deek returns to LaGonave     Part II 
Written during Donnaôs month-long visit in November, pre-quake days.   

Continued from the January issue. 
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had another first time experi-

ence.  The next day I sent 

Kaley  to him with a small 

lunch,  but  he was gone.   

As a diabetic, he should have 

amputations, but he does not 

want them. 

 Kaley has also learned 

about young people who take a 

year or so of their lives to in-

vest here.  She has met a male 

college intern in Christian 

studies,  whom she just 

"happened"  to work  with on 

the same Christian teen island in 

Canada where Richard works 

each summer.  What a delightful 

surprise for her to find someone 

she knows  here in a land where 

she knows no one!     She met a 

young woman, here for some 

months, investing her ability in 

writing,  by teaching Haitian 

students.  Kaley met  a newly 

married, just-out-of-college, 

couple,  who are testing 

out  missionary life before 

he  attends medical school. And 

she's enjoyed  getting to 

know  the high school daughter 

of one of the nearby missionar-

ies. 

 We've visited the school 

on the salt flat (saline) built by 

WISH for the poorest of the 

poor.   We've attended church in 

t h e i r  W I S H - b u i l t 

church,  and  we experienced a 

Haitian wedding there.  EVE-

RYONE  should HAVE to at-

tend a Haitian wedding at least 

once in their lives!!!!  It's in-

credible the beauty and the pride 

of performance  that are dis-

played. 

  One of the highlights of 

Kaley's  days here is her minis-

try to orphans. A new develop-

ment since we left is that a Hai-

tian woman decided to start an 

orphanage   all on her own.   I 

understand the facility where 

they now are  is an upgrade 

from their previous one.  How 

that is possible I do not 

know.  56 orphans have approxi-

mately 14 beds.   They have 

play space smaller than 

some American  l iving 

rooms.     Their  "school"  is in 

the same adjacent area.  

 E a c h  a f t e r n o o n 

for  about 6 afternoons,  Kaley 

has taken a group of 9 from the 

orphanage and brought them to 

the grassy WISH yard.  There 

they kick a soccer ball 

around,  jump rope,  blow bub-

bles, and have fun!!  Next they 

enter the WISH porch and make 

a craft.  For girls it was a neck-

lace with a cross and colorful 

beads.  For boys it was a Styro-

foam airplane.   One day they 

colored a picture of Mary, Jo-

seph, and Baby Jesus  while I 

told in Creole a story of Jesus' 

love for us.  They colored very, 

very carefully.     Then it was 

snack time  with cupcakes and 

juice eaten so slowly, neatly, 

and carefully.    Some-

times Kaley and Tricia walked 

them home.  Twice they were 

given rides in the back of the 

WISH pick-up, an unheard 

of   activity in the States!    The 

boys liked  this privilege very 

much.  The girls weren't so sure. 

 

To be continuedðPart III  

(Continued from page 3) 
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 The mayor of Anse a 

Galets estimates that more 

than 50,000 refugees have 

come to LaGonave Island 

with at least 30,000 of them 

settling in Anse a Galets, 

more than doubling the popu-

lation.  Villagers have started 

neighborhood watch groups to 

ensure that the new folks in 

town donôt disrupt their com-

munity.   

 The US military re-

turned for a second time to 

organize the relief effort to 

LaGonave.  They distributed 

800 combination crank-style 

radios and flashlights.  They 

plan to return with several 

more pallets of food, bedding, 

water, and medical equip-

ment.  The mayor hopes to 

direct much of this aid to ar-

eas outside of the village 

where they have yet to receive 

aid.  He realizes that WISH is 

a key element in this en-

deavor. 

 The WISH airstrip is a 

bustle of activity with aid 

planes and medical teams 

moving in and out several 

times a day.  A new Wesleyan 

boat called the Breezy Sea has 

been a huge blessing.  This 

lobster boat is very fuel effi-

cient and a real work horse for 

hauling fuel, work teams and 

supplies.  The first week after 

the earthquake, Butch and 

Dan Irvine rescued four teams 

who were stranded during the 

quake and got them safely on 

their way back to the USA.  

(Continued from page 1) 

(Continued on page 6) 

 WISH employee, Benna, helps distribute 
donated rice and beans in the mountain vil-

lage at Palma.   
  At this writing, four weeks after the 
quake, the US military plans delivery of sev-

eral pallets of food, water, bedding, and medi-
cal supplies.  Involving local pastors in the  

distribution of donations helps to avoid the 
dangerous frenzy of hungry crowds.  
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Several trips to a field hospital established at Petit 

Guave, near the epicenter of the quake, have car-

ried supplies and medical relief teams. 

 Butch reports that the waterline is holding 

up well at this time but we must find a way to ex-

pand the system to accommodate the demand 

from the large influx of people.  Further work is 

needed to protect the line from falling boulders 

associated with future aftershocks and quakes. 

 The far-reaching effects of January 12 are 

beyond comprehension. Each day reveals new 

challenges and concerns.  So many problems de-

mand immediate attention.  As Butch and Tricia 

lay their head on the pillow each night, rest does 

not come easily. The events of the day and the 

unsettling concern of more tremors are given to 

the Lord.  His response is seen in the hearts that 

have been touched by Haiti. 

(Continued from page 5) 

The Marines have 

landed!!! 

Crowds  

gathered at the wharf 

to receive MREs 

(meals ready to eat) 

from Marines aboard 

the USS Nassau.   

The most  

serious medical cases 

were evacuated to the 

shipôs hospital and 

generous medical sup-

plies were left for the 

Wesleyan  

Hospital staff. 

With American Airlines resuming flights 

to Haiti, the first WISH work team since 

the quake will arrive February 20.  Board 

members Dr. Jack Heck and Jane Howard 

will assist Butch and Tricia and serve pa-

tients in the WISH dental clinic.  Watch 

the WISH web site for updates as they are 

received from the island. 

www.haitiwish.org. 


